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A B O U T OLD A G E A S S I S T A N C E 


B Y 
F R E D W 
D A V I S 


Did atr** assistance will be one of 
tho most vexatious problems that will 
come before the next administration. 
The governor, no doubt, will r e c o m ­ 
mend legislation along the lines of 
his campaign statements which were 
maximum old age assistance for all 
who are qualified under the constitu­ 
tional amendment. 
The legislature 
can, of course, accept or reject such 
recommendat ion. 


It is doubtful if the old ago assist­ 
ance amendment is well understood 
by the citizenship of this state. 
The 
amendment reads as follows: 
“The 
legislature shall have the power by 
GENERAL laws to provide, 
under 
such limitations and re stric ts ? and 
regulations as may be deemed by the 
legislature expedient, for old age as­ 
sistance and for the payment of same 
not 
to 
exceed 
fifteen 
dollars 
($15.00) per month EACH to actual 
bona fide citizens of Texa> who ate 
over the age of sixty-five (65) years: 
Provided that no habitual drunkard 
and no inmate of any state supported 
institution, while such inmate, shall 
be eligibly 
for such old 
age assist­ 
ance; provided further that the re­ 
quirements for length of time of ac­ 
tual residence in Texas shall never 
be less than five (5) years during the 
nine (9) years immediately preceding 
the application for old age assistance 
and continuously for one (I) year 
immediately preceding such applica­ 
tion.” 
“The legislature shall have the au­ 
thority to accept from the 
govern­ 
ment of the United States such finan­ 
cial aid for old age assistance as that 
government may offer not inconsis­ 
tent 
with restrictions 
hereinbefore 
provided.” 
(sec. 51 b, art. 3) 
This 
last paragraph shows that it was not 
the intention of this state to confine 
assistance to 
those 
only 
who can 
qualify under the Federal statute. It 
merely authorized the acceptance of 
Federal funds for all who come under 
the 
national 
statute 
and 
clearly 
shows two set-ups were contemplat­ 
ed. 
It is clear the legislature can put 
restrictions 
(financial 
and 
other­ 
wise), 
and 
can 
provide 
for any 
amount not to exceed $15.00 each 
per month. 
The legislature has not 
the authority, however, to grant dif­ 
ferent amounts to different persons, 
as is being done 
at 
present. 
The 
amendment does not merely omit giv­ 
ing the legislature such 
discretion, 
hut directly prohibits its 
doing so. 
The amendment says the legislature 
may pass GENERAL laws upon the 
subject. 
Some of the brief defini­ 
tions for the word GENERAL given 
by Webster’s International 
Diction­ 
ary are as follows: “That which com­ 
prehends or relates to all.” 
“Incius- 
'vely in a body. ’ 
‘ W ithout excep­ 
tion.” 
It is difficult to see how any 
circumspect judge 
could 
rule the 
legislature was emj vvered by this 
amendment to write .av.3 full of ex­ 


ceptions; laws which d«> not app y to 
the recipient> as a whole. The amend­ 
ment says the legislature may pro­ 
vide for payments not to exceed fif­ 
teen dollars ($15.00) EACH. 
Had 
the amendment contemplated differ­ 
ent amounts to different persons it 
would have read not to exceed fif­ 
teen dollars ($15.0(D to any individu­ 
al or classification. 
Whether such restrictions as 
the 
amendment allow - should be added is 
clearly a 
question of 
policy. 
The 
nominee for governor believes there 
should not be any restrictions. 
And 
his unprecedented endorsement shows 
the voters also believe there should 
be no restrictions. Restriction- which 
call for proven need for 
as.-' 'ance 


are not sound politically or 
funda­ 
mentally. 
Restrictions which grant 
arbitrary power to the administrators 
is the cause of 
nine-tenths of 
the 
politic- which now surrounds the ad­ 
min! tration of the old age assistance 
law. 
Discretionary power always has 
been abused and always will be. 
If 
we continue to permit administrators 
to say to whom assistance shall be 
paid and how much to each individu­ 
al, political friends will continue to 
be rewarded anil political opponents 
punished. 
The legislature adopted 
the policy of giving assistance accord­ 
ing to the standard of living of the 
applicants. 
Before 
assistance 
is 
granted a necessity for it must be 
proven but the greater the necessity 


Pensions For F a r m e rs 


BY GEO. B. TERRELL 


(jiving pensions to people is now 
the fixed policy of the State and Fed­ 
eral Government. 
Following my re- 
cent article ‘«n thi> subject I des re to 
make it plain that if the Government 
» to pension industrial workers and 
government employes and the State 
ii to pension teachers I hall contend 
for pensions for farmers, the 
most 
needy and most 
deserving class of 
citizens. This is a temporary c xped- 
icnt for a deplorable economic con­ 
dition and can be stopped only when 
a sound and sensible farm pr< gram 
is adopted, which we do not have and 
have never had, notwithstanding the 
billions of dollar- expended under the 
pretext of helping the farmers. 
Railroad employes and industrial 
w orkers may 
strike and 
interrupt 
transportation and paralyze certain 
lines of industry and the world moves 
on, hut let the 
farmers strike 
and 
hunger and starvation stalk abroad 
in the land and wreck and ru n fol­ 
low the stopping of the plow. 
The present farm program o crop 
control 
and 
reduced 
production 
bought with taxpayers 
money 
has 
failed and will continue to fail to 
solve the 
farm problem. 
It 
only 
helps the big planters and land cor­ 
porations by giving them from ten 
thousand to fifteen thousand dollars 
to reduce acreage, while the small 
home owners and 
tenants 
receive 
their little pea checks ranging from 
thirty dollars to thirty cents. 
Under 
this plan the tenants are driven from 
the farms and go on relief ro Ii. 
It 
would be cheaper to 
pension 
the 
farmers after a certain 
number of 
years service and retire them and re­ 
duce production in that way rather 
than pay bounties for 
non-produc­ 
tion. 
This plan has reduced our < xports 
of cotton from 9,193,000 
bales 
in 
I 32 to 5,431,000 in 1937 and lost 
our foreign market. 
Production in 


foreign countries has increased ac­ 
cordingly. 
lf this government fool­ 
ishness and waste of money is not 
stopped soon and a sound and prof­ 
itable price for farm products is re­ 
ceived the farmers will have to be 
pensioned to remain in business and 
produce enough to keep the rest of 
the people from starving. 


The domestic allotment plan will 
be a great improvement 
over 
the 
present government policy and will 
bring some relief to the farmers. Al­ 
lot to each farm family his prorata 
share of the basic crops domestically 
consumed 
and 
place an 
embargo 
againi-t the importation of such pro­ 
ducts and f .x a profitable price for 
the product.- domestically consumed; 
say 20 cts. per pound for cotton and 
one dollar and :wenfcy-f ive cents per 
bushel for wheat. 
These prices will 
bring the fanners more money for 
half the crop Than they now receive 
for the entire crop, and the surplus 
can be exported and sold at world 
prices as they are now sold, and this 
will restore our foreign market, in­ 
tl east the farmers income and give 
more purchasing power to buy the 
products of industries that are now 
languishing for want of customers. 
It will insure more stable and prof­ 
itable prices and 
stop 
government 
bounties, for th* factories would have 
to pay the prices set by the govern­ 
ment for all products purchased as 
there would be no other source of 
supply and the government would not 
have to purcha.y any of the products 
or oav any bounties. 
While 
ANY 
PLAN 
OF 
GOVERNMENT 
CON­ 
TROL IS ILLEGAL UNDER THE 
CONSTITUTION, this plan is sound­ 
er and more sensible and will stabil­ 
ize prices, secure more income and 
bring back prosp *rit>, which has been 
“just around the 
corner 
foi 
six 
years. 
Alto, Texas 


the less they get. Lt t somebody make 
good sense out of that. 
Old age assistance should not be 
considered chanty, rharity is humil­ 
iating to all recipients who have not 
lost self-respect. 
And to habitually 
grant it will destroy self-respect. Do 
old re. pie wish r,» bt> considered the 
charity wards of the state? 
Do the 
sons and 
daughters 
of old people 
wish to have their aged parents con­ 
sidered as objt et of charily and so 
treated, as at present? 
Do they wish 
to he placed in the public attitude of 
ha\ ing abandon-d their parents? h or 
the state to set up a ystem of chaii- 
ty donation-, determine who shall be 
recipients, how much they shall re­ 
ceive, is not only going further than 
any government should go but will 
surely kill the very spirit which ha’ 
made America great. 
We should not 
tax thrift for the purpose of reward­ 
ing indolence. 
The humiliation and 
unfairness can be avoided only by 
ti eating all alike who are morally 
worthy and have reached the estab­ 
lished age. 
As an individual, if I am 
going to be compelled to give to a 
charity fund I want to be azured, 
and have a right to be assured, that 
the party or parties who get rev mon­ 
ey are both needy and worthy. 
This 
is not possible under the direction of 
a political bureau. 
Under the pres­ 
ent setup I know of many who are 
getting assistance that do not need it 
while many who do need it are not 
getting 
it. 
And this 
unfairness is 
more glaring when you consider the 
amounts allowed 
a clearly usurped 
authority. 
Aside from the afflicted unfortu­ 
nates. such as the blind, insane, etc., 
why should one portion of our peo­ 
ple bv taxed to support another por­ 
tion anyway? 
Success is sometime® 
Unforseen good fortune, but general­ 
ly it is the result of hard work, plan­ 
ning and saving. 
Some will work 
hard and deny themselves in order to 
put aside something for a rainy day, 
then why should the government take 
away from them in uder to sustain 
those who are lazy and improvident? 
The answer is it shouldn’t. 
The gov­ 
ernment has no moral right to take 
the talent of tho faithful servant and 
give it as a reward to 
those 
who 
made no use of theirs. 
The lack of 
success is sometimes caused by un­ 
forseen and unavoidable misfortune, 
hut it is often the re ult of indolence, 
freo spending and lack of frugality. 
It is impossible to ascertain specific­ 
ally the causes which make un our 
needy class. 
We can all. no doubt, 
tame people who have tile: hard but 
couldn’t make the gl ide and can al­ 
so name some who never 
cared 
or 
tried to possess any property. 
We 
cannot afford to create an assistance 
fund except upon the general princi­ 
ple that organized society will be bet­ 
ter served 
as a whole 
and 
mi ie 
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